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Your address:
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Date: [                                          ]

Chief Constable Jon Murphy

Merseyside Police

Canning Place

Liverpool  L1 8JX

Dear Mr Murphy,


Pavement Parking
I am writing about the increasing practice of parking on pavements which is a major concern for me and many other people in Merseyside.  It causes disruption to walking journeys and increases the risks to pedestrians.  This is especially the case for older people, those using wheelchairs, those with other disabilities such as vision impairment, and parents with pushchairs.  For some people, cars parked on the pavement can mean that they cannot leave their homes through fear of being forced to walk in the carriageway. 

As I am sure you are aware, it is illegal to drive a vehicle on the footway (Highways Act 1835 s.72) and Rule 145 of the Highway Code states:

“You MUST NOT drive on or over a pavement, footpath or bridleway except to gain lawful access to property, or in the case of an emergency.”

It is also illegal to wilfully obstruct the free passage of the highway (Highways Act 1980 s.137); the footway clearly forms an important part of the highway.  Government guidelines state that pavements should be at least two metres wide to allow people in wheelchairs, or parents with buggies to use them safely1 and I feel that this minimum width should be what is enforced by the Police, where pavements are that wide.  Some pavements are narrower than two metres, and so to ignore parking on them would be an even greater road safety issue.

While I recognise that the police have many demands on their time, I seek an assurance from you that you will uphold the law regarding pavement parking in Merseyside to the best of your ability in order to protect the most vulnerable road users, i.e. pedestrians.  I cannot stress enough the concern that this issue is causing locally.  

I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,

Signature [ 





]

    [





]

Your name: [ 





]

        [





]
1  http://www.dft.gov.uk/transportforyou/access/peti/inclusivemobility?page=3 

